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All customers” stanchions are
Togged i as they arive, and
progress is recorded through
the system to ensure nothing
gets misplaced.

am philpott

If that's not enough the poor old
stanchions are the first thing to get
bent in even the gentlest front-end
impact. So what can you do about it?
Well, the factory option, of course, is.
to simply fit brandinew parts. But if
You're restoring an old or rare bike
that simply might not be an option,
and we're increasingly finding that
£00d, aftermarket reconditioning
actually works out cheaper than
factory replacements, and offers a
standard of finish that easily rivals
factory parts.
M Philpott are one of a handful of

ecialists who can handle this kind of
work. They ot only have top quality
specialist machinery to do the job,
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they also have years of experience and
know exactly what they're doing with
your rare and valuable motorcycle
forks. "We manage to restore forks.
that arrive in what most people would
think of as in terminal condition,” says
Philpott’s owner and manager Andy
Morgan. "After the initial inspection we
put all stanchions between centres on
a hydraulic press and true them up,
and provided the metal isn't actually
creased we can continue with them."
All customers” fork legs are logged
in and engraved on a nonisible area
inside the stanchion, so nothing gets
lost or mixed up. Dimensions are
measured before the stanchions are
checked for straightness and corrected

Hard Chrome

Telescopic forks have a hard life. Apart from all those braking
and acceleration forces, the vulnerable bearing surfaces of
the stanchions frequently spend their entire working life out
in the elements where stone chips and corrosion can wreak
havoc with the precision surface. And havoc wrought here
invariably results in leaky fork seals, and MoT failure.

as necessary. "We measure the tubes
on a non-wearing area before they're
siripped,” says Andy, "we've plenty of
experience of all the major stanchions,
and can look up any extra information
we need.”

The bearing surface is then ground
back to remove any pittin
centreless grinder, and the fork legs
are hard chromed to restore metal to
the working surface. This kind of hard
chrome s not to be confused with the
bright decorative chrome you'll find on
mudguards and headiamp shells, and
again it requires highly specialist
equipment to get it right. Finally the
stanchions are ground back to size.

With prices starting from only £115
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for a pair of stanchions, pricing is
keenly competitive with new factory
parts and in many cases actually
works out cheaper. And for that you're
not only getting a precision job, you're
getting individual attention from
professionals instead of something
churned out by the thousand from a
computerdriven CNC process.

If you're wary about dismantling and
reassembling your fork legs, for a
small extra charge Philpott’s wil do it

finish to very close tolerances.

all for you, taking your old bent or
pitted forks and returning them
completely refinished and rebuilt with
new seals and oil, ready to pop back
onto the bike.

They also offer full alloy polishing
and anodising facilities, and can apply
the same refinishing techniques to
worn shafts and bearing surfaces. And
to cap all that, average turnaround is
only one week, and Philpott’s will
arrange door-to-door delivery by City

standard.

one woek.

Link, 50 you don't even have to post
them offl

So far two of our project bikes have
been given the Philpotts treatment,
our rebuild project XT500 (see page
24) and a Z1A we're working on for a
series next year. We're impressed, and
we think you will be t0o.

AM Philpott are at Unit D, Cradock
Industrial Estate, Luton, Beds, LU4
OJF, Tel 01582 571234, or click onto
wwwpittedforks.com
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